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The AOHVA and its’ club members have 

been quite busy with various projects and 

developments. Here is a glimpse at what’s 

been happening throughout the province. 

Ride with Respect Pilot Program 

The Ride with Respect Pilot Program 
which has been developed by the Alberta 
Government working with the Alberta Off-
Highway Vehicle Association, Alberta Snow-
mobile Association, Alberta Trail-Net and 
the Alberta Safety Council. Its purpose is to 
provide school children with information 
about operating off-highway vehicles in a 
safe, respectful and environmentally friendly 
manner.                                                       
 

The ultimate goal is to help reduce OHV in-
cidents through proactive education. The 
desire is to also teach students how to be 
respectful of other trail users and to be 
aware of how to “tread lightly” on the land 
which we ride. This program was offered to 
all grade levels. 
 
Safety education has always been a pillar of 
the AOHVA, we are dedicated to providing 
safe individual and family motorized recrea-
tional opportunities in an environmentally 
responsible manner. Therefore, we were 
pleased to again have had the opportunity 
to manage and have our instructors present 
this ever important and worthwhile program 
in the schools for 2012. We look forward to 
managing this program in the future. 
 
Our instructors were kept very busy over the 
past school year, teachers were eager to 
have the Ride with Respect Pilot Program 
presented to their classes. Students and 
teachers alike thoroughly enjoyed the pres-
entations.  
 
For the 2012 season, there were 239 class-
rooms visited and the number of students 
that received the presentations – 4387; that 
averaged out to over 850 students per 
month. Over and above the school visits 
there were two school/ community safety 
days.   

Pictured above: Don Peters with a group of 
students from the Olds College. Funding for 
this program provided by Alberta Parks, 
Tourism & Recreation. 



 The CASI ATV RiderCourse 
SM

 is supported 

and endorsed by the Canadian Off Highway 

Vehicle Distributors Council and through the 

Council – all major ATV manufacturers. The 

program is also recognized by the National 

Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council 

which works with all stakeholders to further 

a positive future for responsible OHV rec-

reation. 

AOHVA have also received confirmation 
that this course is approved by Lloyd’s of 
London as an accredited course qualifying 
for safety discounts under the off road vehi-
cle program across Canada.  
 
We have upgraded 4 of our safety instruc-

tors and trained 3 more and now have 7  

instructors located throughout the province 

to ensure that anyone wanting to take the 

CASI ATV RiderCourse has the opportunity 

to do so. If you are interested in this course, 

please contact AOHVA. 

 
CANADIAN OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE 
DISTRIBUTORS COUNCIL FUNDING 

 

 We would like to thank the Canadian Off 

Highway Vehicle Distributors Council

(COHV) for their continuing support amid 

the challenges that they face with regards to 

the economy. Their funding is based on an 

import levy and is directly affected by the 

level of sales. We do appreciate the contri-

butions and the ongoing efforts of the COHV 

Staff on our behalf. Further Rider Education, 

Off Highway Safety, Trail Funding Opera-

tions, and Political Lobbying are among a 

few of the many jobs that they perform.  

 

The cost per student worked out to approxi-
mately $10.26, a great investment in the fu-
ture of safe OHV recreation. This is a very 
small cost considering the important infor-
mation that each student takes into their fu-
ture.  
 
Funding for this important project was pro-
vided by Alberta Tourism, Parks and Rec-
reation.  
 
If you are interested in this program and 

would like it presented in your school, 

please have your school contact the us and 

we will make the arrangements. 

 
AOHVA  
CONTACT US AT 
Website: www.aohva.com 
E-mail: info@aohva.com 
Mail:  500 Country Hills Blvd. #725 
  Box 38017 
  Calgary, AB T3K 5G9 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASI ATV RIDERCOURSE 
 
 We are proud to be offering the CASI ATV 
RiderCourse which is the most current, 
hands-on ATV safety program available in 
Canada. It is also the most concentrated. 
The program has been designed to offer re-
quired safety information in a compressed 
amount of time - getting riders properly 
trained in just 41/2 hours. During the half 
day session students will benefit from both 
theoretical and hands-on practice. Students 
learn skills and understanding required for 
safe responsible ATV operation.  
 
CASI is the acronym for Canadian AQCC 

Safety Institute which is a division of the All 

Terrain Quad Council of Canada created to 

implement the CASI ATV RiderCourse. 

 





On the dirt track 
ATV trails taking southern Albertans into 

the backcountry 
—by Dale Woodward,  

The Lethbridge Herald 
 
It’s time to hit the trails again. 

And with another summer winding down in 
southern Alberta, there’s still time to take in a 
number of locations available for the all-
terrain enthusiast ready to rev it up before the 
snow flies. 
 
If you go into the Crowsnest Pass area, you 
have about 1,200 kilometres of rideable trails, 
said Dennis Beasley, secretary of the Alberta 
Off Highway Vehicle Association. “There is 
some scenery back there that equals Banff 
and Jasper as far as mountainous terrain. 
You can get it right up to it.” 
 
Having access to an ATV helps for older peo-
ple still wanting to put in a few miles on the 
trails. 
 
“For people like myself, you get on in years 
and you can’t hike anymore, this is the only 
reasonable way of getting out there again, 
either quading or side by side, which is a 
more comfortable way to ride” said Beasley, a 
veteran ATV enthusiast of 25 years who 
started out on a three-wheeler, progressed to 
motorcycles and quads and now rides in a 
side by side ATV. 
 
“The side-by-side sales were matching quad 
sales,” said Beasley. “All the big manufactur-
ers produce side-by-sides now. That seems 

to be the popular trend. They handle very 
well and as each year progresses they get 
better and better. The new Polaris Razor is 
quite the machine.” 
 
But no matter what the rider’s preference, 
safety is foremost when spending the day 
on an ATV. 
 
“It’s not a law in Alberta, but everybody 
should be wearing a helmet and that goes 
back to my safety days,” said Beasley. 
Taking a training course is another recom-
mendation before taking the trails. 
 
“There are several (courses) available,” said 
Beasley. “When you’re in the back trails, be 
equipped. Make sure you take your rain 
gear, extra gas, tow rope and a first aid kit. 
 
The SPOT Satellite GPS Messenger, using 
satellite technology and working anywhere 
in the world where cellphones don’t with a 
push of a button, is becoming another popu-
lar trend, said Beasley. 
 
“If you do get in trouble, it’s an excellent way 
of getting help in the back country. It sends 
a message via satellite. Because of the in-
formation when you register they phone 
your local police department and give them 
the longitude and the latitude and co-
ordinates and send help. There are two 
ways of getting help. `I`m in the trouble, but 
it’s not an emergency,` and then there’s a 
contact list where they would phone and say 
`this is where your person is` and get out 
there and help them.” 



There are also ample maps being produced 
specifically for the back country, said 
Beasley. 
 
“In the Crowsnest Pass area, all your cor-
ners are numbered, which is a mapping sys-
tem. So when you come to a corner, you 
look for a sign post and look on your map 
and it’ll tell you exactly where you are. 
Those are things you need to take along 
with you when you get out there.” 
 
The Alberta Off Highway Vehicle Associa-
tion has 21 clubs registered. 
 
“It’s something we really enjoy and we have 
some fabulous trails out there. When you 
get to be a bit older, it’s a reasonable means 
of getting out there and enjoying it. 
 
Trail Efforts Get Noticed 

 
In celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubi-
lee, a commemorative medal was created to 
mark the 60th anniversary of Queen Eliza-
beth II’s accession to the throne. It also 
serves to honour significant achievements 
and contributions of Canadians.  
 
The National Trails Coalition was invited by 
the governor general to nominate 30 people 
from across Canada who have played a sig-
nificant role in improving Canada’s trail in-
frastructure. 

Congratulations to medal recipients, Garry 
Salekin, vice-president of the Calgary ATV 
Rider’s Association and Bob Smith of the 
Redwater Rider’s Club, for all of their efforts. 
 
Bob Smith for all of his hard work on and off 
the trails; advocating for the sport and deal-
ing with officials.  

Garry, James Brown and  a group of like-
minded volunteers have spent much time 
and effort working on OHV trails.  
 
Whether it was re-routing a trail, fixing a 
bridge, putting up a fence or trail mainte-
nance, they were there. 
 

Garry Salekin hard at work unloading lum-
ber from a helicopter for a project. 

Dave Coutts, Bob Smith, TPR Minister Cusanelli 
and Garry Salekin heading out on the trails in 
Quebec. 



Quebec Trip 

In July, we were invited along with Minister 

Cusanelli and entourage, Travel Alberta rep-

resentatives, and various other important 

groups, to learn about and experience Que-

bec’s ATV-snowmobile trail system. Garry 

Salekin and Bob Smith attended on behalf 

of AOHVA. 

Jean-Jaques Rivet and Christian St-Onge  

of BRP—Bombardier organized the event 

and activities, and supplied the necessary 

ATV’s for the tour. 

Everyone enjoyed two days of riding and 

presentations made by FQCQ (ATV) and 

FCMQ (snowmobile). Quebec has the larg-

est network of trails in North America with 

over 17,000 km of well maintained and var-

ied trails. Half are accessible in the summer  

and the other in the winter, as well there are 

10,000 km of trail that are open year round. 

The trail system is maintained and funded 
by a trail permit arrangement; everyone that 
goes out on the trails must purchase one. 
Most of these funds go directly back to the 
clubs to maintain the trails. It’s suggested 
that that you buy your permit where you ride 
so that your money supports the trails that 
you ride most often. Great sustainable sys-
tem. 
 
Beautiful Alberta OHV Rides 

pictures provided by Orin 

 

Crescent Falls  

“The Gap” 

On the Ridge of Ram Mountain 

Getting ready for the ride. 

Garry Salekin with Minister Cusanelli. 



 Calgary ATV Rider’s 
Ralph’s Motorsports Safety Article  
 by Colleen Hay 
 
Arctic Cat ATV’s and Side by Side Vehicles 
equal serious fun!  At Ralph’s Motorsports, 
we see customers leaving constantly with 
their new Cat to go riding with HUGE smiles 
on their faces!  Motorsports excitement sur-
rounds our dealership daily.  Unfortunately 
though, ATV’s and Side by Sides can be 
hazardous to operate and there are some 
very important things that we ensure our 
customers know. 
 
OWNER’S MANUAL 
 

All new ATV’s and Side by Sides come with 
an owner’s manual which has a complete 
section focused on safety.  The manual 
talks about everything from Safety Riding 
Gear to Warning Labels to Sound Judge-
ment when operating your ATV or Side by 
Side.  We review the owner’s manual with 
every customer to ensure they are aware of 
its importance.  Even if purchasing a used 
ATV or Side by Side, there is  a wealth of 
owner’s manual and safety information on 
the web.   
 
SAFETY GEAR / RIDING PROTECTION 
 

At Ralph’s Motorsports, we offer and edu-
cate our customers in safety and riding 
gear.  We still see customers drop $10,000 
on a new unit and then want to “cheap out” 
on a helmet.  We will go to all lengths to 
educate our customer base on the absolute 
necessity to have a good approved helmet, 
eye protection, gloves, and boots/ankle pro-
tection.  These are very basic necessities 
that don’t cost a lot. 
 
NEVER DRINK AND RIDE!! 
 

There is absolutely no circumstance when 
operating an ATV or Side by Side Vehicle 
while under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
is SAFE!  At Ralph’s, we have seen people 
continuing to operate their toys while under 
the influence and we have seen some dis-

astrous results.  ATV’s and Side by Side Ve-
hicles along with the terrain they are often 
operated in is hazardous to begin with.  
Combining drugs or alcohol is simply asking 
for trouble, Ralph’s will not give anyone a 
thumbs up on this one! 
 
KNOW YOUR TERRAIN &  
    YOUR CAPABILITIES 
 

ATV’s and Side by Sides can be operated in 
several different terrains and each area can 
bring its own challenges.  Ensure you know 
the terrain you are riding in and speak up 
when you are overwhelmed or don’t feel you 
can handle things.  We’ve seen people get 
injured simply because they are trying to 
keep up with the group and riding over their 
head.   
 
TRAIN THE UPCOMING GENERATION 
 

Ralph’s Motorsports supports Bonny Lackey 
of Hidden Trails Adventures & Training Ltd. 
in her efforts to train our children.  We pro-
vide the ATV’s and equipment to assist in 
her teaching.  With riding being a family 
event, it becomes important to ensure our 
children are trained properly on safety, re-
sponsible riding and proper operation of an 
ATV.  At Ralph’s, we encourage constant 
supervision of children on ATV’s to ensure a 
safe and fun experience! 
 

HAPPY RIDING FROM THE TEAM AT 

RALPH’S MOTORSPORTS 




