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The AOHVA and its’ club members have 
been quite busy with various projects and 
developments. Here is a glimpse at what’s 
been happening throughout the province. 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 ATV School Safety Program Report 

The AOHVA School ATV Safety Program 
was met with the same enthusiastic demand 
as usual from schools.  The instructors 
worked as efficiently as possible but could 
not meet the requests for the program due 
to the limited funds.  Schools were informed 
that if the program received more funding 
the schools that were missed in 2010 would 
be top priority in 2011.  
Despite the short season of five months in 
2010, Instructors for the program visited one 
hundred and two classrooms and spoke to 
four thousand, seven hundred and thirty six 
students.                                                   

 
This works out to over nine hundred and 
forty seven students a month.  It is interest-
ing to note that if the funds were available, 
the ATV Safety Program in nine months of 
the ten month school year could reach over 
8000 students or more.  Over and above the 
school visits there were five school/
community safety days that the Instructors 
participated in. These safety days were held 
in Pincher Creek, Milk River, St Paul and 
Rocky Mountain House. Each area has re-
quested our involvement in then future. 
Our discussions on conservation covered 
how 0HV’s can effect the environment.  
Topics such as: 
 

 Riding a quad back at least 20 feet 
from banks of riparian areas so there 
is no damage to marine life habitat.  

 

 Avoid riding up or down streams which 
disturbs fish and other marine life.  

   
 Staying on trails and not harassing 

wildlife.  
 

 Making sure that what ever was taken 
into the back country is taken out 
(garbage).  

 

 Riding respectful of others that use the 
back country.  Specific situations were 
discussed such as what to do when 
approaching other OHV’s, hikers and 
horse back riders. 

 

Don Peters hard at work. Funding for this program 
provided by Alberta Parks, Tourism & Recreation 



 Current Club Members 
 

Athabasca Trail Conservation Society  
www.snowandmud.com 
 

Bighorn Heritage Society 
www3.telus.net/bhas/ 
 

Brazeau ATV Club 
www.members.shaw.ca/brazeauatvclub 
 

Calgary ATV Riders Association 
www.calgaryatvriders.com 
 

The Calgary Motorcycle Club 
www.calgarymotorcycleclub.com 
 

Crowsnest Quad Squad 
www.quadsquad.ca 
 

Edson ATV Club 
deband2@telus.net 
 

Fall Creek Conservation Society 
www.fallcreekconservationsociety.com 
 

Grande Cache ATV Club 
shawn@pandatank.com 
 

Hinton ATV Club 
drobson1@telusplanet.net 
 

Drumheller Badlands ATV Association 
d.b.a.a@live.ca 

 

Lac Ste. Anne ATV Club 
www.lacsteanneatvclub.com 
 

Off Road Motorcycle Training Institute 
www.offroadmotorcycletraininginstitute.ca 
 

Outlaw ATV Club  
www.outlawatvclub.com 
 

Redwater Riders 
sales.sconacycle@shaw.ca 
 

Rocky Motorcycle Club 
www.rockymotorcycleclub.com 
 

Rocky Mountain Dirt Riders Club 
www.rockymountaindirtriders.com 
 

Second Gear Club 
http://secondgearclub.camp9.org/ 
 
 

St Paul ATV Club  
st.paulatvclub@hotmail.com 
 

Yellow Overlanders ATV Society 
bjjoslin@shaw.ca 

 
In discussing Safety, the students watched 
an 8 minute video then the Instructors re-
viewed the following topics:   
 Proper clothing and helmet used when 
riding an ATV. 
 The pre-ride inspection of the quad. 
 Following the manufactures recommen-
dations on the size of quad that is appropri-
ate for young people to ride. 
 Ride only with parent supervision. 
 Proper riding techniques when turning 
on hills, riding up and down hills, traversing, 
and riding over obstacles. 
Common causes of accidents:  hitting ob-
jects with the front wheel of a quad or doing 
high speed turns. 
At the conclusion of the video a question 
and answer period follows. The time frame 
for a presentation is about 45 minutes. 
The Instructors for the ATV School Safety 
Program all have experience in ATV safety 
instruction.  Four of the five are certified 
ATV instructors, two hold snowmobile in-
structors certification and one has UTV or 
side by side certification as well. 
If the expression an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure means any thing, $ 
42,000 worth of funds spread over 4,736 
students work out to $8.87 per student.  
This amount seems insignificant if a person 
considers a trip to a hospital emergency 
room due to lack of information and under-
standing in the operation of riding ATV’s.   
The AOHVA School ATV Safety Program is 
definitely worth funding.  
 

Don Peters 
AOHVA  
ATV School Safety Coordinator 
 
AOHVA  
CONTACT US AT 
Website: www.aohva.com 
E-mail: info@aohva.com 
Mail:  500 Country Hills Blvd. #725 
  Box 38017 
  Calgary, AB T3K 5G9 
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Rocky Mountain Dirt Riders Project 
FALLEN TIMBER CAMPGROUND LOWER LOOP, 
SUNDAY, MAY 30 
 
I pull my B2200 into the parking lot around 10 
a.m., a couple of pruning saws, a camp spade 
and some water in my backpack. It’s snowing, 
heavily, and there’s eight inches of snow on the 
ground in places. “May 30,” I mutter. “Yah, 
right.” I’m showing up for my first taste of volun-
teer trail work as a Rocky Mountain Dirt Riders 
member. Until now, I’d never laid eyes on the 
Ghost/Waiparous Forest Land Use Zone. It’s 
visually stunning. Just the same, I’m glad I left 
my bike in the garage. I don’t have studs . . . 
yet. Cal is in the warming hut with Blair and 
Blair’s son, heating up by the smoking wood 
stove. He says we’ll be getting started soon. Jeff 
appears, introduces himself and, minutes later, 
Johnathan shows up and does the same. Jeff 
then spies the bumper hitch on my Mazda and 
asks: “Can you go get Jamie’s trailer with the 
bridge and muskeg mats on it?” “Sure,” I blurt, 
unsure if the well-worn compact pickup will pull 
anything other than my bike and a full tank of 
gas. Minutes later I’m out of the Fallen Timber 
Lower Loop, full trailer in tow, headed for a 
stretch of creek just a short hop down the road. 
It’s there we’ll place a pre-fab, 12-foot wooden 
bridge across the creek to ensure our bikes 
don’t damage the creek during crossings. I edge 
the truck and trailer to the side of the soggy road 

where we’ll be unloading some of the infrastruc-
ture. I get far enough over to sink one side of 
the truck fairly deep in the mud. I wonder if we’ll 
be able to get it out again. One bridge down, 
one to go: It’s amazing what 12 guys can do A 
total of six of us -- including Cal, Johnathan, 
Blair, Blair’s son and Jeff – are now tasked with 
getting the bridge off the trailer and down the 
ravine. The 12-foot span, one of the countless 
stout pieces of single-track infrastructure built by 
Aaron Bauer, is heaved by all of us from the 
roadside to the snow-covered ravine bank. From 
there, it’s one good shove and down she slides 
to the creek side. Some judicious chainsaw 
work by Jeff, some dead-eye jigging by the 
whole crew and the Toboggan Bridge is snug-
ged into place, ready to go. The whole operation 
takes, maybe, an hour and a bit. I later manage 
to get the truck and trailer unstuck. But that’s 
just the first bridge. Farther down the trail, off 
Water Valley Road, there’s another bridge install 
on the go. The other crew is constructing it on 
site. We head there and start hauling material, 
on foot, approximately 250 meters up a hill to 
the build site. It’s a planned 15-foot span. Upon 
further review, it morphs into a 30-footer. More 
supplies are ferried in on Gary’s quad and the 
saws are buzzing. Mark hits his mark with the 
dead fallen trees and the bridge begins to take 
shape. At that point, Dave pulls me off the site 
and says we need to go flag some trail. Dave, 
Tom and I spend the next couple of hours 
traipsing through the woods, relocating a section 
of the Fallen Timber Trail away from the creek 
side. We flag it with white surveying ribbon 
higher up the hill for greater trail sustainability. 
We get as far as a ditch that’s been rutted by off 
road vehicle use. Dave severs a blown-down 
tree with his saw and bucks it into chunks. A 
third -- unnamed -- span is created. The cordu-
roy crossing is temporary, but will greatly miti-
gate the wear off road MC use can cause in ar-
eas like this. We hike back to find the 30-foot 
bridge completed. It is christened the Good Luck 
Bridge. Everyone rolls back to the Lower Loop 
warming hut for some barbecued smokies and 

Pictured Cal and Johnathan 



McLEAN CREEK FOREST LAND USE ZONE-
SATURDAY, JULY 24 
 
“Help! I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!”So came my 
plea to Ken after I’d managed to pin my right leg 
awkwardly under my DRZ400e on a steep, 
rocky hill during a trail work day at McLean. Ken 
readily obliged, scrambling down the hill on foot 
and heaving the bike off me. None the worse for 
wear, except for the residual embarrassment, I 
climbed back on and managed to coax Ol’ Yeller 
up and away without any further assistance. At 
that point five of us – including Aaron, Len, Ken 
and Greg -- had been in the woods for about 10 
hours, ferrying trail infrastructure behind a quad 
and installing it. Dallas had left an hour earlier to 
take his son, who’d appeared with his arm in a 
sling after a mountain bike wreck, for X-rays. 
Gord left with Dallas to ensure that crew got out 
alive. It was the first of two days worth of volun-

teer trail maintenance/upgrades the Rocky 
Mountain Dirt Riders were doing at what is un-
doubtedly the most popular off road vehicle 
playground for Calgarians. The day started well 
enough. We met at McLean Creek store at 9:30 
a.m., the time appointed by RMDRA Trail Main-
tenance Director Aaron Bauer, who’d organized 
this weekend of valuable infrastructure up-
grades. We had seven guys, six bikes, a quad 
and a trailer. Greg brought the quad -- Can-Am 
4x4, 500cc Rotax – and new member Brad 
Lindy of Bow Cycle had previously provided the 
trailer. Our first order of business was to go 
down to the Alberta Sustainable Resource De-
velopment (SRD) yard and load 13 muskeg 
mats into Dallas’s truck. Done like dinner. Next 
up was to load six of those mats onto the quad 
trailer and tow them out to the Police and Fire 
Games Trail for the day’s first install. Let’s just 
say the 42-inch-wide trailer on eight-inch 
bungee tires had other ideas. It didn’t take long 
for it to tip as it bucked down the trail. Thank-
fully, the hitch separated from the ball so there 
was no damage to the towing gear. This would 
be a good thing as the day progressed because 
the trailer would tip at least another 10 times 
without breaking anything. Greg’s steady hand 
at the bars of the Can-Am got the six muskeg 
matting sections to the install site in good time. 
The crew immediately went to work, throwing 
the 8-foot-long, 36-inch wide pressure-treated 
lumber sections into place and bolting them up. 
That job went off easily, as did the next job of 
installing four ‘skeg mats on a section of last 
year’s X-C course. From there it would get plain 
epic. By the end of the day, we’d seen a quad 
do things we didn’t know it could do The next 
chore was the fence up and- over for Lone 
Ranger. As Greg guided the quad down the trail, 
past the abandoned white GMC half ton sunk up 
to the axles in clay, it was all going well until he 
hit Great Mud Lake. Before we knew it, water 
was gushing over the top of the tires and had 
swamped the floorboard as the Can-Am started 
gurgling like an outboard. “Keep it running!” we 
all hollered, hoping to avoid spending the rest of 

burgers, compliments of the RMDRA and 
cooked up by Jamie. At day’s end, my feet 
soaked and groaning from hiking all day through 
wet snow in steel-toed work boots, I wearily 
climb into my mud-caked B2200. I contemplate 
what we’ve accomplished in one day. On the 
previous day, 20 volunteers had already put a 
huge dent in re-establishing this important piece 
of single-track MC trail. I decide then and there 
I’m coming back next week to do more. -- Zook 

Pictured above Ken, Aaron, Dallas, Len, Gord 
and Greg. 



the day rescuing and draining the machine. We 
scrambled to get the winch cable anchored be-
fore the quad died. No dice. She conked and we 
all figured the game was up. But, defying the 
inevitable laws of physics, Greg managed to get 
the Can-Am re-lit while more than half sub-
merged. Who knew? Once high and dry, we 
routed around the mud lake and delivered the 
pieces required to complete the Lone Ranger 
fence up-and-over. But we weren’t done. We 
loaded a section of up-and-over onto the trailer 
and set off for Canops. Again Greg was tasked 
with moving the gear over tough terrain, this 
time up an impossibly steep hill festooned with 
rock outcrops. He made it. But we got to the top 
to find the road we sought was impassable. The 
rest of the day was spent getting that piece de-
livered, taking the long way around. We got 
there, got back and, 11 hours after starting our 
day, were headed for home. – Zook              

 

The rebuilt bridge, photo courtesy Wade Aebli 

CNP Quad Squad 
 

A BRIDGE REBUILT  
Four and a half years ago on Ed Gregor Stew-
ardship Day, Crowsnest Pass Quad Squad in-
stalled two bridges on the Plane Crash Trail at 
the junction of trails on the North and South side 
of York Creek. This past summer with funding 

provided by Community Development Trust, Na-
tional Trails Coalition and the Alcoa Foundation, 
there have been many improvements to the trail 
including the construction of a new staging area, 
relocation of a portion of the trail, and installa-
tion of a substantial siltation control system. Un-
der the guidance of Alberta Sustainable Re-
source Development, Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans, and the University of Alberta Water 
Shed Study, modifications were made in various 
areas along the side of the trail to keep sedi-
mentation out of the Creek in one of the premier 
water sheds in the Crowsnest Pass. With the 
relocation of the trail away from the Creek at the 
junction of trails, one bridge was removed and 
with funding from the Community Spirit Pro-
gram, the second was redesigned to incorporate 
a steel railing and a wider deck to accommodate 
the ever increasing number of side by sides 
(UTV’s) that are using our trails that previously 
were forced to cross through the creek.  
As you travel our trails to enjoy the views and 
visit a historical site, please remember to use 
the bridges that Crowsnest Pass Quad Squad 
and its large team of volunteers have installed to 
protect our watershed and fishing habitat. If you 
would like to join a group that is getting the job 
done, visit us at www.quadsquad.ca or call 403-
562-8686.  
Dennis Beasley  
V.P. CNP Quad Squad  
 
 
News From NOHVCC 
 

-The Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle Associa-
tion (ROHVA) has launched the beta Release of 
its new Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle (ROV 
also know as Side by Sides and UTVs) E-
Course.  
 -The E-course is free and available to all users 
Online, interactive course helps develop safe 
driving habits 
-Available at www.rohva.org 
-The two-hour on-line safety course helps de-
velop safe driving habits but is not a “learn to 
drive” course. Users can save their progress 
and stop at any time to pick up later where they 
left off. At the end of the course users have the 
option to take an ROV safety quiz to test their 
knowledge. To register for free, drivers can visit 
cbt.rohva.org. 

http://www.rohva.org�
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Alberta Land Use Framework Update 
(as taken from the Alberta Government Website) 
October 6, 2010 
Albertans speak up about vision for Lower Athabasca Region 
 
 The Government was seeking input and recommendations regarding the northeast regional plan, 
under the Land-use Framework. There was a on line feedback workbook available at 
www.landuse.alberta.ca up until October 8, 2010.  
In September there were a number of stakeholder and public sessions, where nearly 800 attendees 
offered their input on the Regional Advisory Council’s advice to the government for the Lower Atha-
basca Regional Plan. The council’s advice concerns economic growth scenarios, conservation ob-
jectives, regional air and water thresholds and human development considerations. 
 

Sustainable Resource Development Minister Mel Knight stated “The thoughtful input of Albertans, 
along with the advice from the council, will help us develop a draft regional plan for the Lower Atha-
basca, “My thanks to all who showed up at our sessions with good questions and excellent ideas. 
Albertans understand that a regional plan for the area where you will find most of our oil sands devel-
opment is an important tool to set the right direction for conservation and development.” 
 
The Alberta government is developing a regional plan for all seven regions of the province. The 
Lower Athabasca Regional plan was identified by the framework as a priority. Early in 2011, the gov-
ernment will seek further comment from Albertans, on the draft Lower Athabasca Regional Plan.  

Media Enquirers—Neal Watson—Communications—Sustainable Resource Development 

Thank You  
To all who provided articles and pictures, it’s 
great to see projects that our club memberships 
are undertaking.  
 

WISHING EVERYONE HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS AND A GREAT NEW 
YEAR! 

AOHVA Sponsors 
 

Backroad Map Book  GW Cycle World 
Mountain’s Edge  Rancher’s Supply 
Scona Cycle Honda  SUZUKI 
PRO-AM Motorcycling 
Turple Bros. LTD. Red Deer 
Walt Healy Motorsports 


